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THi: PARSEES OF INDIA
;!Px:PilElBjiElC

treat their wives as equals, while the
Hindoos and Ifuddhists treat them as
cattle; although the cattle, arid sheep,
and swine are better off than most of
the women of India.

This Parsee on the roadside on cur
way to Malabar Hill was the only one
of that religion I had ever seen

in worship. Who knows tut
that beyond the 'light of ti.e sun on
w hich he gaze he may catch a plimpse
of the God who is Pg-ht- and in whom
there is no darkness at all?"

We passed p through pates irto
the garden that surrounds the place
where the Parsees dispose of their
dead. This garden was piren by
Jamshidji Jijibhai, ahd is oeautiful
with flowers of all hue, and foliage of
all styles of vein, and notch and
stature. There is on all sides great
opulence of fern and cypress. The
garden is 100 feet above the level of
the sea. Xot far from the er. trance is
a building where the mourners of the
funeral procession go in to pray. A

light is here kept b jrning- year in and
year out. We assend the garden
by some eight fctone steps. The body
of a. decease.! aged woman was
bing carried in toward the chief
"Tower of Silence."' There are five of
these towers. Several of these have
not been used for a 1. ng while. Four
persons, whose business it is to do
this carry in the corpse. They sre
followed by two men w ith long beards.
The Tower of Silence, to which they
come cost and it is twenty-fiv- e

feet high, and 27'i feet around, and
without a roof. The four carriers of
the dead and the two beardetl meu
come to the door of the tower enter
and leave the dead. There are three
rows of places for the dead: the outer
row- - for the men; the middle row for
women; the inside row for the children.
The lifeless bodies are left exposed as
far down as the waist. As soon as
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j was placed a platter of rica. Hebeg-a- a

to address the young man and woman.
We could not hear a word, but we nn--j
Jerstood just as well as if we had
heard. Ever and anon he punctuated
his ceremony by a handful of rice,
which he picked up from the platter
and Cung now toward the groom and
now toward the bride. We wanted to
hear the conclusion, but were told
that the ceremony would go on
for a long while; indeed, that
it would not conclude until 2 o'clock ia
the morning, and this was only be-
tween 7 and 8 o'clock in tho evening.
There would be a recess after awhile
in the ceremony.but it would be taken
up again in earnest at half past twelve.
We enjoyed what we had seen, but felt
incip: citated for six more hours wed-

ding ceremony. Silently wishing tha
couple a happy life in each other'3
companionship, we pressed our way
through the throng of congratulatory
Parsees. All of them seem bright and
appreciative of the occasion. The
streets outside joyously sympathized
with the transactions inside.

Put, what an afternoon of contrast
in Bombay we experienced! From tha
Temple of Silence to the Temple of
Hilarity! From the vultures to th--

doves! From mourning to laughter!
From gathering shaddows to gleaming
lights! From obsequies to weddings!
Put how much of all our lives Is made
up of such opposites. I have carried
in the same pocket, and read from in
the same hour, liturgy of the dead and
the ceremony of espousels. And so
the tears meet the smile, and the
dove meets the vulture.

Thus I have set before you the best
of all the religions of the heathen
world, and I have done so in order
that you might come to higher appre;-ciatio-n

of the glorious religion which
has put its benedictiou over us and
over Christendom.

Compare the absurdities and mum
meries of heathen marriage with tha
plain, "I will," of Christain marriage,the hands joined in pledge "till death
do you part." Compare the tloctrino
that the dead may not be touched,
with as sacred, and tender and loving
a kiss as is ever given, the last kiss of
lips that never again will speak to us.
Compare the narrow Bridge Chinvat
over which the departing Parsee soul
must tremblingly cross, to tha
wide open gate of heaven through
which the departing Christian soul
may triumphantly enter. Compare
the twenty-on- e books of the Zend
A vesta of the Parsee which even the
scholars of the earth despair of under- -

standing, with our Bible, so muct of
it as is necessaly for our salvation in j

language so plain that "a wayfaring
man, though a fool need not err there- - j

in." Compare the "Tower of Silence" j

with its vultures of Bombay with the j

"Greenwood of Brooklyn" with its j

sculptured angels of resurrection. And j

bow yourselves in thanksgiving and j

CONGRESSMAN BRYAN, OF NEBRASKA.
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A PEOPLE OF MANY STRANGE
SUPERSTITIONS.

IJr. T Jims to Trile of Visit to
Kombajr r3eadi I.odiea Carrion for the

ultiirr ChrUtLto.il' and ZjrterUm

KROOKI.V.N--, Dec. 23, IsOl. Dr. Tal-mi'g-- e,

contiuuing- his series of "Round
the World (sermons." through the
press, chose to-- d ty for his Mibject,
'The Fire Worshippers," the text
selected being-- : "1 here came wise men
from the east to Jerusalem."

The-- t wise men Tvere the Parsees or
the so called tire worshippers, and I
found their descendants in India last
October. Their heathenism is more
tolerabie than any of the other false
religions, and has more alleviations,
and while in these "Hound the World"
Beries I h.ive already shown you the
worst forms of heathenism, to-da- y I
fellow you the lea .1 offensive.

The prophet of the l'arsees was
Zora-te- r of Persia. lie was poet,
philosopher and rt f rmer, as well as
re! iii-io- i.st. IIi disciple thrived at
first iu Persia, bu t n iider Iitoham rnedan
pei sedition tl ey retreated to India
W ll ." I met hem. and in addition to

l.at 1 saw of tat in at their head- -

quarters in Bombay, India, I hail two
u :: k s f ft si ti n with one of the
most learned aid genial of their
people on sliiu board from Bombay to

;ri rid -i.

The Bible of tlie l'arsees, or fire
w p rs as they are inaccurately
called, is the Zend-Avest- a, a collection
of the strangest tcoki that ever came
into nij ha ti ds. Taere were originally
tUL-nty-ou- volunifM, but Alexander
1 "... (ireat, in a druriken tit set fire to
i! paliifc which contained some of
t'.u-in- , and they wjct into ashes and
forgctfulness. But there are more of
their s,iei ed volumes left than most
people would have patience to read.
'J' here are ujuuy things in the religion
of Hi.' TarHis tl.ul suggest Christian-
ity, arid some of i'--s doctrines are iu
accord w ith our d'vii religion. Zoroas-
ter, who lived J.C'O yearn before
I hrist, was a good man, suiVered perse-
cution for his faith, and was assassin-
ated while worshipi rig at an altar. lie
fcutiouiiced t he the jry '"He is best who
i.-- pure of heart!' and that there
a re two great soiri'.s in the world,
triuu.d. the good spirit, and Ahriman
the bad stmit, and that all
v, ho do right ar-- s under the infiu-Hi- t

e of Orun:.d. bliI all who do wrong
are under Ahriman: that the Parsee
jit u --.t be born on t de ground floor of
the !. u-- -. and must be buried from
the ground floor; that the dying1 man
must have prayers said over him and a
sacred juice him to drink; that
the jyixl at their decease pro into eter-na- l

light, and the bad into eternal
(iarkneks; that having- passed out of
this light the toil lingers near the
corpse three days ia a paradisaic state,
enjoying niore than ail the nations on
earth j ut together could enjoy or in a

pander.ioniae ta:e sti iTering more than
j.11 the netk.cs put tog-ethe- could '

possibly sutler, tut at the end of three
days eleparting for its final destiny;
and tl.it t here will Tie a resurrection
of the body. They are more careful
than any other peop'e about their
ablutions, and thf-- wah and wash
and ah. They pay great attention
to physiesl health and it is a rare ;

tiling to see a sick Parsee. They do
Lot smoke tobacco for they consider
that a mi-u- se ed f.rj. At the close .

r f mortal life the soul appears
ti th e Bridge Chinvat .where
h :i a is gel pre-sou- les, and questions the

about th thoughts, and words,
t. lid dec IS o t it S earthly state. Noth
ing, however, is more intense in the
Parsee faith than '.he theory that the
dead body is impure. A devil is sup-
posed to take possession of the dead
lmiiv. All who touch it are unclean
and hence tha strange style of obse-iiuie- s.

Kut h-r- e I must give three or
f. ur question aad answers from one

f the I'ar-e- e catechisms:
). ho is 1 he m Jst fortunate man in

the world?
A. 1 1 - v ho is th must innocent.
Q. Who is the most innocent man in

the uoild?
A. He v ho wall s in the path of Uod

itnJ shuns that of the devil.
O. WhUh is the path of God, and

which that of the cevil?
A.- - Virtue is the path of God, and

vice that of the devil.
J. What, constitutes virtue, and

what vice?
A. liood thoughts, pood words, and

pood debits coast itite virtue, and evil
thoughts, evil worls, uud evil deeds
ccust 1 .i t e v ice.

Q. What constitute pool thoughts,
pood word, and geod deeds, and evil
thoughts, evil wo 'its ami ev il deeds?

A. Honesty charily, and truthful-
ness constitute ti e former; and dis-

honesty, want of charity, and falsehood
constitute the latter.

Ami now the better to show you
these l'arsees, 1 tel you of two thing's
1 saw within a shoit time in Bombay,
luiiia. It was an afternoon of con-- X

ra.-- t.

We starred for Malabar Hill, on
which 'he wealthy clashes have their
embowered homes, and the l'arsees
their st range tern pie of the dead. As
we rode along- the water's edje the
fcu n was desce-ndi- ,r the sky, and a
disciple of Zon-aster- , a Parsee, was in
lowly posture and with reverential
pace lookir. g into the kky. He would
have been said to have been worship-pin- e

the sua, as all l'arsees are said to
w orship the fire. Hut the intelligentParsee does not wot s hip the tire. He
looks upon the sun as the emblem of
the warmth and light of the creator.
Looking 'it the b'.aie of light, whether
on hearth, on moui tain height, or in
the bky , he can n-.- i ri-- easily brin 7 to
lalnd the jr'.ory of Cod; at least. 1,0 the
Tar-see- tell me. Indeed, they are the
tissjiaikss.! tsattLIi i biT8 oi?S Xktjr

Little Maide Mam ma. do you suppose Santa Claus will come this Christmas?
Mamma Certainly he will.
Little Maite Will you see him before he comes ?
Mamma (cautious! v ) Perhaps.Little Maude Wvell, if you do, please tell him not to bring us anything-use-

""V ' i.
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trade iokecos. will find litis
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BEWARE Of IMITATIONS.
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SI5.000
Wcrth cf Esots and Shoes at tha EISICII

Lock at cur firs show windows.

I.aih' Fine French Kid loiigola Iiuston
Coiiyiess Shoe-- .

CO i ri

Ladles' Fine French Kid, In hand turned andliauu sewed tl.txi hhoes.

Fine Cloth lop, iu turned bihJ W"!C
sewed .i.oo felloes.

Si. 75.
Ladies' Flae Donuola KI1 $J 50 Siloes.

S1.59.
Ladies' Fine Iono!a Kid and Coat Slices,

05 cents.
Misses' and Children School Slioes.

50?, 75 o and Si.OO.
Chlldreu's and Infant's Shoes,

:o cents.
Misses' Hubbcr-- .

15 cnnls.
Mens Fine Kangaroo and Cordovan fj.K

EMiues,

S3.50.
Men's Fine l'ateut Lcatlior l;a.or loo 7 in'

Klioes,
S4.C0.

Men's UoriRola and French Calf J.'.uJ Shoes,
S4.00.

Men's Fine ! a If Shoe-- , heavy double sole lor
work shoes, worth i.i.on and h.im, foi

S2.00.
Men's Welt Sewed r.- Calf shoes,

S1.51).
Men's Self-Actini- r Sauilals, fresh rubbi rs,

50 cents.
Men's Arctics.

85 cents.
Men's Fine Opera Slippers,

50 cents.
Call and see, as your price Will be

KlujiiI we must have.
'

Vffl F . r I try
tip tfl OD lllflf1 1 fl11 "U,JLU) 1 UUi

511 Kansas Ac.J

All mail orders promptly attended to.
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I ' 3.EOPCL!CE,3SOLE3.

.. ;: extra mat:.
4 S 2.,I.;'sB0Y5SC!'3:l5HC3.

L ' LADIES 'V f rfSrC'l X& 3

, - ?x-t- j f'Ij cat logue' , VV.fc.-ROUG.LA-

' 'k' DHOCKTOM, WVAS3.
Vou cnu save wony hy vi i ' ba il uu VV. L.Duein rUM,Bec.iu'e, we are te ljrc"st tuanufarturers fladveidr l sliors in the world, tout cuntant
I ie veil- - .c by MiTirinjf the name anl piice on
'he be teni, vih li piote-ct- you against hijri' 'Ire? in-.- i l!lc l::. i'ile:n;xa'i ;Molit. OunnocS

, i r h : o : n . r t : u s '
. easy f ring tti&

iff hie f .l tVfry.1 1 ' he vai r
'

c " hs1 ' ,i-
' you

tu'l.
C. NATTSEN, 219 Kansas Ave.
JNO. WATTs, bU i Kansas A ve.
LUcKIIART Sc PTJliWbTIiOIl,BIS Kansas Ave.,

.OIlTII TOrEKA

Smcli3 Klaucr's

SlaaufMturel tt ED3 ran. Ave. Topeka.

'1-- I 1 ' ft

C1(AR:IAJRKLT
flANUfACTURf P BY J)

h.LTRgriP.Topka: K,v

Bfer' Little Mnt fill
Are the most complete pill on the mar-
ket, besides being th cheapest, a one
pill is a dose, and forty tioseis in eciibottle. Every pill guurantead to giysatisfaction by V. R. Keunir.

mi. vjoiuenjiays.

the employes retire from the Tower of
Silence, the vultures, now one, now
two, now many, swoop upon the lire-les- s

form. These vultures till the
air with their discordant voices.
We saw them in long rows on the
top of the whitewashed wall of tiie
Tower of Silence. In a few minutes
they have taken the last particle of
flesh from the bodies. There had
evidently been other opportunities lor
them that day, and some flew away as
though surfeited. They sometime
carry away with them parts of a body,
and it is tio unusual thing lor the
gentlemen in their country seats to
have dropped into their t oc ryards a
bone from the Tower of Silence.

In the center of this tower Is a well,
into which the bones are thrown aftei
they are bleached. The hot sun, and
the rainy season, ai-- d charcoal do their
work of disintegration and disinfec-
tion, and then there are sluices that
carry into the sea v. hat remains of the
dead. The wealth;,- - people of of Mala-
bar Hill have made strenuous efTorts
to have these strange towers removed
as a nuisance, but they remain, buj
will no doubt for apes remain.

Starting homeward we soon were in
the heart of the eity, and saw a build-
ing all allash with lights and resound-
ing with merry voices. It was a Par-se- e

wedding, in a building erected es-

pecially for the marriage ceremony.
W e came to the door and proposed to
go in, but at first were not permitted.
They saw we were not Parsees, and
that we were not even natives. So
very politely they halted us on the
doorsteps. This temple cf nuptials
was chiefly occupied by women, their
ears, and necks, and hands aflame
with jewels, or imitations of jewels.
Ily pantomine gesture, as we had no
vise of their vocabulary, we told the m
we were strangers and were carious ta
see by what process l'arsees were mar-
ried. Gradually we worked our way
inside the door. The building and the
surroundings were illumined by hun-
dreds of candles in glasses and lan-
terns, in uniqtie and grotesotie hold-
ings. Conversation ran high, and
laughter bubbled over and all
was gay. Then there was a sound of
an advancing band of music, but the
instruments for the most part were
strange to our ears and eyes. Louder
and louder were the outside voices,
and the wind and st ringed instruments
until the procession halted at the door
of the temple and the bridegroom
mounted the Then the music
ceased, and all the voices were still.
The mother of the bridegroom, with a
platter 'oaded with aromatics and arti-
cles of food, confronted her son and
began to address him. The n she took
from the platter a bottle of perfume
and sprinkled his fice with the redo-
lence. All the while speaking in a

droning tone, ehe took from the platter
a handful of rice, throwing some of it
on his head, spilling some of it on his
shoulder, pouring home of it on his
hands. She took from the platter a

waved it about his head. She
lifted a garland of flowers and threw it
over his neck, and a bouquet of Cow- -
ers and put it in his hand. tier part
of the ceremony completed, the hand j

resumed its music, and through an- -

other door the bridegroom v.-a- s con- -

ducted into the center of the building.
The brule was in the room, but there ;

was nothing to designate her. "Where J

is the bride?" I said, "where is the j

bride?' Alter a while she was made
evident. The bride and groom were '

seated on chairs opposite eao; other, j

A white curtain was dropped between i

them so that they could net see eaeh j

other. Then the attendants pat their
arms under this curtain, took a long j

rope of linen and wound it around the
neck of the bride anil the groom, in
token that they were to be bound to-

gether for life. Then some si 1 strings
were wound around the couple, now
around this one, and now aroLiutl that.
Then the groom threw a hand fid of rice
across the curtain on the head of the
bride, and the br.de reso. nded by
throwing a handful of rice ae-o- ss the
curtain on the head of the groom.
Thereupon the curtain drooped anil
the bride's chair was removed and putbeside that of the groom. Then a
priest of the Parsee religion aroe at,d
faced coiilo. Before tibe riet

K l fJbZn j L r5?f I v
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EN FAMILLE.

prayer as you realize that it at tha
battles of Marathon and fealamis,
Persia had triumphed over Greece, in-- st

ead of Greece triumphin g over Persia,
Parseeism, which was the national re-

ligion of Persia, might have covered
the earth, and you and I instead o
sitting in the noonday light of our
glorious Christianity might have been
gropinp in the depressing shadows of
Parseeism, a relisrion which is as in
ferior te that which is our inspiration !

in life, and our hope in death, as
Zoraster of Persia was inferior to our j

radiant and superhuman Christ, to
whom be honor and glory and domin-
ion and victory and song, world with-
out end. Amen

ITEMS OF INTEREST.
Tlie clam is commonly taken for an

example of all that is unprogressive,
but lie is by no means a stationary
creature. Every man bred at the sea-
side knows how a clam left upon tho
sand will utterly disappear by sinkinghimself below the surface; but the
clam also has a forward movement,
and will travel thirty feet in the course
of a week. The large muscle of tho
clam, which helps to make him indi-
gestible, is his single leg, and by tha
aid of this he makes his progress.

Mullet fishing by night in the Chesa-
peake is exciting sport. A small be.at
is used and a light is placed in the
stern. When a school of the fish is
lighted near the shere the boat is rap-
idly rowed toward them until they ara
driven ashore. Once they feel the
land beneath them they begin to leap
toward the light. Then the boat is
depressed on the shoreward side, so as
to bring the other side high above tho
water. The consequence is that many
of the fish leap into the boat and are
thus taken.

A British officer, who arparently
knows, says that it "would be as rea-
sonable to pit brave men armed with
pitchforks against brave men armed
witii riUes its to pit, man for man, the
Chinese in their present condition
against the Japanese. Cf all native
and colonial troops," says he.'T would,
next to Gooikas, prefer a reg:ment of
Japanese. Thev are brave, temperate,
patient and energetic, and at this mo-
ment the Chinese, whatever might be
done with them, are 200 years behind
the times. "

"It may almost be claimed," says
Prof. Warren P. Laird, of the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, "that Philadel-
phia is at once the most curious, the
most typical and the most instructive
of American cities curious because of
the strange medley of its more preten-
tious buildings snd their singularly ec-

centric individualism; typical cf Ameri-
can practice in its broadest aspect, be-
cause of the absence Of restraint and
defiance of precedent shown ty the
great majority of its architects; and
instructive, because of its contrast, for
no other American city has so wide a
field of architectural error to offer in
contrast to its works of real merit."

There can be no doubt that the talk
of grape seeds an d appendicitis has af-
fected the price of gra pes unfavorably,
in spite of the fact that the grape cura
a f3W y ears ao was ia hih v o

Willie Kay. pa, I'm smarter'n you !

Papa Think so. tnv boy ? Why ?
Willie You said yesterday when Dr. Brown began t talk yotl couldn't

eep awake five minutes. I've kept awake ten. Harper's Bazar.

English IJread Sauce for fowl.
Pnt a cupful of bread crumbs into

half a pint of milk, add a clove of garlic
or a small onion left whole, a blade of
mace, a lump of butterbout the size of
a pecan nut, and salt. Let the
mixture boil until it thickens to the
consistency of drawn butter. The onion
and rnace are removed when it is put
into the sauce tureen. It is much dain-
tier and more wholesome than gravy.

Cold boiled ham is always served
with roast fowl in England, and those
who have so eaten it approve highly of
tha combination. Chicago Record.

Modern Convenience.
Oie Sinty ia yoh, kin wager all yoh've

got.
Ha haa er gif" ttat's mighty fine fur yoh tz like

ez not.
His reindeer la undahxietif d north-

ern etars.
An ef tie buoT gits melted h.e kin take de cabla

kyarg.
'Waab.inirton Star.

EXCURSIONS
SANTA FE ROUTE.

SANTA FE ROUTE.
To all points within 200 miles 1 xi

fares for the round trip. Tickets gold
December 22. 23, 24, 23 aad 31, lS'.H, and
January 1, 1SJ"), good to return including
January 2, 1HJ. "So round trip tickets
at this rate less than 5 c cent .

Rowley Bros,,
C'itv Affeats.

8. 11 cor. Sixth and Kansas ave.

Good fellows.
Since Oct. 10 only three deatb, aggre-

gating $9,000, have been reported to the
supreme secretary's oEJoe.

Tlie committee on supplies has granted
an extension through the months of No-
vember and December of the terms offered
during September and October.

Three new assemblies have been insti-
tuted by Supreme Deputy Dr. E. E. Winn
recently.

Horn Circle.
Supreme Leader Tompkins has arranged

union meetings to be addressed by him
and preiminent members of the order at
Baltimore, Norfolk, Richmond and Chi-
cago, and the work will be pushed all
along the line the coming winter.

A new council was recently instituted
by Supreme Secretary J. M. Swain at
Montreal.

U N I O NP A C I FICRb U T E.
HOLIDAY EXCUBIONS.

The Union Pacific will sell tickets ac-

count holidays to points within 20) miles
ut open ratea of one and one-thir- d fare
for tlie round trip. Date of sales Dec,
22, 23, 24 25. 31 and Jan. 1, limited for
return pamage Jan. 2, 1895.

A. M. Fuller, City Agent
Call up Phone 153 and have our wagon

call for your bundle.
TOFLKA STBAM LaCXOHT.

Oir Kkbers.
Merchant Tailor, 71S Kansas avenue.


